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Greg Massingham Wins England  

Under 15 Development Honour 

After a series of fine bowling performances for Staffordshire U15ôs and an ex-

cellent week at the Bunbury festival, Greg Massingham has been selected for the 

ECB Under 15 development squad ï a group of 20 Under 15 players selected 

following their performances at the Bunbury Festival and during the 2010 U15 

county games.  

This achievement is currently the highest accolade presented by the ECB at 

Under 15 level and will involve a programme of tuition and skills camps at the 

ECB Centre for Excellence at Loughborough University over the coming 

months.  

Greg was selected to represent the England Schools Cricket Association Mid-

lands Under 15 squad that took part in the prestigious Bunbury festival in Ches-

ter between 26th and 30th July.The Midlands Region came second in the Bunbury 

Festival behind the London & East Region. Greg took 5 for 81 in 23 overs in 

wins against the North Region and the South & West Region. 

Greg has captained the Staffordshire Youth Cricket sides for the past 6 seasons 

through to the current Under 15 side. In the current campaign he has taken 20 

wickets with his accurate leg-spin bowling to help Staffordshire to joint top of 

their regional table.  In addition Greg has been an ever present in the Little Stoke 1st XI during their 

2010 campaign in the North Staffs and South Cheshire Premier League. 

A pupil at Stafford Grammar School, Greg leads a very busy life as he is also in his second year 

with the Derbyshire County Cricket Club Academy, which involves an intense programme of 

coaching sessions throughout the closed season and over 15 days of representative cricket against 

senior cricketing sides throughout the country. His huge commitment to cricket has been well re-

warded with his selection for the England squad, where he is the sole Staffordshire representative 

playing with cricketers selected from 39 other counties  

Staffordshire Under 13 team have won the prestigious Taunton festival with an emphatic victory against Northants on the final day. The 

boys went into the final day a point from top needing a victory in the hope Oxfordshire denied Derbyshire full points. Oxfordshire only 

losing 7 wickets in their game meant Staffordshire could win the tournament by bowling out Northants which was duly obliged and a 

famous tournament victory confirmed. Details of the games are as follows more reports in next months edition. 

Game 1 - v. Cambridgeshire Won by 5 runs 

Staffs 171 for 9 (Shoaib Malik 53, Austen Crump 34, Matt Thomas 25) : Cambs 166 all out (Alex Urwin 3 / 7) 

Game 2 - v. Oxfordshire Won By 3 wickets 

Oxford' 161 all out (Jack Hassall 4 / 38, Adam Pursell 3 / 7) : Staffs 162 for 7 (Austen Crump 71 Not Out, Rory Jackson 39) 

Game 3 - v. Yorkshire Won by 6 wickets 

Yorks 213 for 9 (Jack Hassall 3 / 21, Adam Keates 2 / 17) : Staffs 216 for 4 (Rory Jackson 74 Not Out, Adam Pursell 53,) 

Game 4 - v. Derbyshire (played as 20/20 game) lost by 5 wickets 

Staffs 142 for 4 (Austen Crump 55 Not Out, Rory Jackson 38, Matt Thomas 20)Derbys' 145 for 5 (Shoaib Malik 2/ 27,) 

Game 5 - v. Northants Won by 122 runs 

Staffs 200 for 5 (Austen Crump 103, Alex Urwin 34) Northants 78 all out (Shoaib Malik 5 /13, Jack Hassall 4/ 22) 

Staffordshire Under 13ôs Victorious At Taunton Festival  
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Staffordshire Womens And Girls Reviews 

Staffordshire Girls U11 Squad 

This is a development squad designed to feed into the Under 13 CAG squad participating in the County Championship. As such, activity 

was limited to the winter training sessions, a couple of outdoor practices and two games against Warwickshire.   In terms of the 2010 crop 

of players, it is the view of the Coaching team that this squad is potentially one of the most  capable all round squad that have seen since 

inception of the Under 11s.  

In the two games played there was one win and one loss.  For the first time ever this seasonôs U11 Girls squad were able to beat Warwick-

shire a notable achievement. 

In the first game Staffordshire (85 for 6 wkts ) beat Warwickshire (68 All out)  by 17 runs . Batting first Staffordshireôs Naomi Dale bat-

ted well for 24 not out and was supported by Celia Newstead and Lucy Kelsall. Running and calling was outstanding.  With the ball, all of 

the girls acquitted themselves well; Trisha Patel, although wicketless, set the tone well with a tight and aggressive spell. Charlotte Steele 

and Lucy Berridge both took 2-2 and wicketkeeper Celia Newstead took off the pads to take 3-1, bowling with real pace. A good win 

against a strong Warwickshire side. 

In the second game Warwickshire won by 9 wkts but again Staffs (98-9 off 25 overs). Staffordshire batted well again. Naomi Dale top 

scored again with 17, and Lucy Kelsall scored 12 not out with others chipping in. Staffordshire got an early wicket when Lucy Kelsall, 

bowling at the time, ran to short mid wicket and threw the stumps down to run out Megan Mingle. After that the Warwickshire batting 

was exceptional-the Staffordshire girls didnôt bowl badly at all, but the Warwickshire girls found the gaps, took on the fielders and their 

running was good to achieve the target for the loss of one wicket. 

Staffordshire Girls u13 County Age Group 

Squad U13 Girls achieve runners up in U13 

West Midlands League 

Despite a slow start to their campaign the Staffordshire Under 13 

girls squad finished runners up in the ECB County league.  Indiffer-

ent batting and a high number of extras plagued the team in the early 

part of the season resulting in defeats against Worcester (twice) and 

Wales. 

However, vast improvement in all areas resulted in a first victory of 

the season against Shropshire which was followed by an excellent 

performance in beating league winners Wales in a close encounter at 

Little Stoke CC.  

Two more wins home and away against Cheshire ensured the girls 

completed their games in encouraging style and they only narrowly 

missed out on reaching the next stages of the competition. 

Looby Lally  (pictured middle with England players Sarah Taylor 

left and Danielle Wyatt right) was the main contributor with the bat during the season whilst Megan Haslegrave of  was outstanding with 

the ball. However, all 18 squad members sampled county girls cricket which can only prove beneficial in the future.' 

Staffordshire Girls u15 County Age Group Squad 

The county under 15 girls 2010 season has been successful this year .The squad trained hard over the winter and showed total commit-

ment and focus in all the training sessions.  The squad of 18 started well but suffered a narrow defeat against Nottinghamshire in a pre 

season friendly match. Some outdoor squad sessions were held prior to our first league match against Shropshire. The hard work over the 

winter paid off as the team had wins against Shropshire, Worcestershire and Cheshire.  

With a high level of confidence after winning 4 games the home game against Cheshire proved more difficult resulting in the first loss.  

The Squad bounced back and for the first time for a few seasons Staffordshire beat Wales at home. The return fixture in Wales resulted in 

a defeat for Staffordshire leaving the chances of runners up spot in the balance.  However, Staffordshire were still in with a chance to win 

the league but we needed to beat Worcestershire. Alas this was not to be. Staffordshire won 5 games and lost 3 as did Cheshire and 

Worcestershire, but Worcestershire and Cheshire took the top positions because they had better bonus points. 

A good season for a committed and motivated squad who supported each other as a team and who performed well and in the true spirit of 

the game.  All of the squad members played their part in the team success and Sarah Gough and Charlotte Mincher featured in a number 

of games with both bat and ball. 
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Staffordshire Under 17 Girls Review 

Staffordshire Girls u17 County Age Group Squad By Dave Ford 

The u/17 girls improved on last seasonôs results by winning against Worcestershire and Shropshire. The win against Shropshire by a 

resounding  9 wickets was I believe a factor in Shropshire conceding the return game which Iôm sure if we had played it we would have 

been celebrating our third victory of the season. We also had a close game with Gloucestershire, bowling them out for 80 but then fal-

ling short of the target after struggling against their leg spinner. We are still going through a re-building cycle but it has been difficult to 

fast-track promising u/15 players this season for various reasons which has meant fielding some of the u/13 players in the team due to 

our small squad numbers. Hopefully these issues will be addressed next season as I think this is the way forward both for the County 

and the playersô development. 

        We will now lose four experienced players who have been with the team for three or four seasons as they were all fast-tracked as 

talented young players and will be sorely missed. I would like to thank Charlotte and Kathryn Whyle, Amy Carnwell and Charlotte 

Lloyd for their contribution and long term commitment to the team and wish them every success in years to come as they continue to 

represent the County in the Senior team. 

Staffordshire Under 12ôs Finish Runners up At Shrewsbury  

Staffordshire under 12 boys were left disappointed after a defeat in the Fi-

nal of the Shrewsbury Festival going down by 43 runs to Cheshire.  

Staffordshire started well with Dastgeer Naukhez taking an early wicket but 

bat dominated ball in most of the innings. Good bowling by leg spinners 

Zen Malik (2-38), Ben Fox (2-32) and Jack Stanley (2-24) pegged Cheshire 

back although after a heavy downpour after 30 overs the wicket became 

more difficult to bat as Cheshire totalled 201-8 from their 40 overs.  

Staffordshires reply was hindered by some excellent Cheshire bowling as 

no one found runs easy to come by. Zen Malik (36) top scored but after 

brief quick scoring from Jack Manning (22) and Jack Stanley (22) the in-

nings etered out at 158-6 to leave Cheshire as winners. 

Earlier in the week Staffordshire had drew against Cheshire with Staffs 

totalling 212-5 Liam Banks (58), Louis Allison (35) and George Sellers 29. 

Cheshire batted carefully to try to gain points totalling 171-2.   

Game 2 saw Herefordshire defeated comprehensively as Liam Banks (44) and George Sellers (41) helped Staffs to 225-9 and maximum 

batting points. Herefordshire battled gamely but were all out for 139 the star of the bowling being Faizan Zaroof with 3-29. 

Game 3 saw the Staffs boys come unstuck against Shropshire. Staffordshire lost wickets from the off and only a careful partnership 

between Sellers (25) and Malik (32) put the innings back on course. A total of 150 was eventually achieved with an unbroken half cen-

tury partnership with excellent running between Ben Fox (35) and Faizan Zaroof (17). 

A 20/20 day on Day 4 saw Staffordshire struggle with only Elliott Colclough (16) and late surge by Jack Stanley (25) showing any kind 

of dominance in Staffordshireôs total of 98-8. Cheshire made light of this total securing a 7 wicket victory despite 2-16 from Colclough. 

Staffordshire did win their second 20/20 game this time against Herefordshire totalling 142-5 with Colclough (32) and Jack Stanley (24) 

top scoring. Herefordshire collapsed in reply totalling 63-8 with excellent figures from Ciaran Singh (4-7) and Jamie Sherratt (3-10). 

At the awards ceremony Staffordshire won two awards, Jack Manning (above right) winning wicketkeeper of the festival and Zen Malik 

(above left) gaining fielder of the festival. Many thanks to all players, spectators, coaches and organisers for a good week. 
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Mixed Results As Staffs Under 11 Finish Third At Shrewsbury Festival  

Game 1 v Huntingdonshire  Game drawn abandoned rain 

The first game unfortunately ended up in a draw as the rain closed in early during the Huntingdon-

shire innings.  However it was a good start for the Staffordshire batters. Openers Louis Washington 

and Hamiaz Mahmood start well with a 51 opening partnership until in form Washington was run out 

following a mix up.  Matt Rogerson continued to support Mahmood as he rode his luck pushing the 

score onto 171 before the fall of the next wicket when Mahmood was caught for 57.  Rogerson just 

missed out on his fifty being caught for 48.  The innings closed on 209 for 4 wkts. 

With the weather closing in the Staffordshire opening bowlers James Rudge and Dan Gibbs (Pictured 

above left) were well on top and had the opposition 31 for 3wickets (Gibbs 2 wkts for 3 runs) before the rain came and put an early finish 

to the game. 

Game 2 v Derbyshire  - Staffordshire Lost by 83 runs 

This was always going to be one of the tougher games against a strong Derbyshire team who had earlier in the season beaten Staffordshire 

in a close encounter at Ticknall. Derbyshire batted first and were soon in trouble at 13 for 2 wkts bowlers Gibbs and Sam Slater removing 

the opening pair. Bowling and fielding well Staffordshire seemed to be able to fill all the gaps in the field.  Jack Harrison took another 

wicket whilst Aiden Schmid also kept it tight. After 30 overs with Derbyshire 106 for 3wkts an early lunch was taken because of rain.  On 

the resumption of play Staffordshire were not able to achieve the accuracy and intensity seen prior to the break.  This enabled Derbyshire 

to push on and see their score move onto 188 for 6 off their 40 overs.  Gibbs finished with 2wkts for 31, Slater 2 wkts for 23, Harrison 

and Anis Raza (pictured above right) took a wicket each. Kieron Patel bowled a consistent line to only concede 17 runs off his 5 overs.  

Will Smedley also contributed by taking two good catches. 

The Staffordshire opening pair Chris Becker and Rogerson started cautiously but were both out caught behind the wicket.  Then some 

disappointing running between the wickets saw 2 run outs and the fall of another wicket saw Staffordshire struggling at 45 for 5wkts.  A 

win was never on the cards but with the competition allowing for the draw Washington(24) looked to pull the result around however an-

other needless run out and the loss of 2 more wickets left  Kieron Patel and Aiden Schmid to hold out for the draw.  In the last over of the 

game Connors took his 4th wicket to win the game for Derbyshire. 

Game 3 v Shropshire ï Staffordshire win by 13 runs 

This game was probably a turning point for the team where a slow batting performance was outclassed by an excellent bowling and field-

ing performance to earn themselves the victory of the week. Batting first Staffordshire got off to a reasonable start before another run out.  

Washington (33) and Ross Coates (24) kept the score board ticking.  However the Staffordshire batters found runs hard to come by and 

progressed slowly to 134 for 7 off their 40 overs.  Aiden Schmid, pictured below (19) and Rudge (12) adding useful runs. 

Staffordshire demonstrated their intentions with high pressure bowling and fielding through out the Shropshire innings, a display which 

impressed the opposition coaches.  Slater and Schmid kept it tight, Schmid conceded only 8 runs from his first 5 overs whilst Slater took 2 

wkts for 15 in his opening spell. 

Kieron Patel again demonstrated his consistency taking a wicket in his first over and then only conceding 10 runs off his 5 overs.  The 

Staffordshire boys continued to field with intensity and supported the bowlers by keeping up the pressure.  A direct hit from Captain for 

the day Zac Wilcox added to the Shropshire pressure.  James Rudge then bowled a devastating spell to take 3 wkts for 16 runs to rip out 

the middle order out of the Shropshire batting line up.  Wilcoxôs leg spin and the left arm spin of Anis Raza  kept up the pressure with a 

Matt Hodson stumping plus another direct hit from Slater for another run out left the last pair at the wicket needing 15 runs to win off 2 

overs.  Raza was able to round off an excellent bowling and fielding performance by bowling the last Shropshire batsman. 

Game 4 v Northamptonshire ï Staffordshire Lost by 7 wkts 

After the highs of the previous day this game was to prove to be a disappointing performance which was possibly the result of some over 

confidence and some physical tiredness.  However nothing should be taken away from Northampton-

shire bowler Tom Ray who took 6 wkts for 18 runs off 8 overs, an excellent individual performance. 

Batting first Staffordshire were soon in trouble at 8 runs for 3 wkts.  The middle order Wilcox (16), 

Slater (15) and Rudge (20) all made starts but were unable to capitalise. The bowling of Ray had taken 

out the top order and then went through the late order batters to bowl out Staffordshire for 88 off 27 

overs. 

With not many runs to play with the Staffordshire bowling and fielding had to match the efforts of the 

previous day but that edge was not there and Northants got off to a good start before losing their first 

wicket at 49.  The bowlers tried hard but with no runs to work with the Northants batters took them to 

victory.  Anis Raza did bowl well to take 2 wkts for 13 runs off 6 overs. 


