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NatWest CricketForce Announce 

Fundraising Day In August 

NatWest CricketForce Fundraisers aim to raise thousands 

for grassroots clubs. Michael Vaughan calls on clubs to 

begin planning for Fundraising Festivals over the August 

Bank Holiday weekend (August 28-30) 

 

NatWest CricketForce, the biggest volunteering initiative 

in UK sport with over 85,000 volunteers, aims to raise 

thousands of pounds for grassroots cricket clubs during the 

August Bank Holiday weekend. Marking the launch of the 

first ever NatWest CricketForce Fundraiser, former England captain Michael Vaughan is encour-

aging clubs to celebrate the Bank Holiday by creating fundraising events to assist ongoing club 

refurbishment and funds for new equipment.  

Supporting the inaugural NatWest CricketForce Fundraiser weekend Michael Vaughan has signed 

and donated 100 mini cricket bats, which are up for grabs for the first 100 clubs to register their 

event. The signed bats can be used by clubs to auction as part of their fundraising day, which could 

include anything from a T20 match and coaching sessions to BBQs, cricket quizzes, kids face 

painting and cake stalls  

Clubs registering for the NatWest CricketForce Fundraiser weekend in August will also be in with 

the chance of winning the exclusive opportunity for a current England player to visit their club. To 

secure the once in a lifetime visit tell us in 200 words why your club should win and email 

natwestcricketforce@ecb.co.uk 

Generating vital funds for clubs, NatWest and the ECB are recommending the money raised by clubs during the Fundraiser weekend is 

used for short term requirements but also put towards regeneration projects during the 2011 NatWest CricketForce weekend which takes 

place on the April 8-10 2011. NatWest and ECB are aiming to break the record from 2010 of 1,642 clubs and asking clubs to register 

and join the biggest volunteer programme in sport. Register your club online right now 

 

David Leighton, ECB Club Programmes Manager, said: "Cricket clubs at all levels of the game rely on the financial support of the play-

ers and local communities who enjoy the facilities. The NatWest CricketForce Fundraiser events will provide a second NatWest Cricket-

Force date in the diary allowing clubs to come together and have some Bank Holiday fun and in the process raise money." 

 

Helen Page, NatWest Managing Director for Marketing, added: "NatWest CricketForce has grown into the most successful volunteering 

initiative in UK sport. As NatWest celebrate 30 Years supporting cricket we remain committed to working with the ECB to create new 

campaigns, such as the NatWest CricketForce Fundraiser weekend to improve and sustain grassroots cricket. "We encourage clubs 

across England and Wales to enjoy the Bank Holiday and get involved." 

To register your club for the NatWest CricketForce Fundraiser weekend and receive a range of posters, leaflets and information to help 

organise and promote your event email: natwestcricketforce@ecb.co.uk 

 

STAFFORDSHIRE NATWEST CRICKETFORCE 2011  

Natwest CricketForce in 2010 saw 70 Staffordshire clubs register with a county showcase club at Old Wulfrunians in Wolverhampton 

following on from the innaugral county showcase club at Cheadle in 2009. 

In 2011 Staffordshire Cricket has yet again pledged to be at the forefront of Natwest CricketForce by appointing a county showcase 

club. 

The Nomination process for this will be sent out in August via the  11 cricket development groups in the county. 

To nominate your club you will need a well though  project with clear costings and an enthusiastic workforce. We are hoping to gain 

help through our regional óVô manager in the midlands Richard Lightbown to help the showcase club alongside Andy Grice  who organ-

ises NatWest CricketForce locally. 

For more details about NatWest CricketForce within Staffordshire contact Andy Grice on 07831 158522 or email andy.grice@ecb.co.uk 

mailto:natwestcricketforce@ecb.co.uk
http://uk.sitestat.com/ecb/ecb-website/s?home.development.natwest_cricketforce.natwest_cricketforce_fundraiser.page.wiki.natwest_cricketforce_2011___register&category=not_logged_in&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://cricketforce.play-cricket.com/home/home.asp
mailto:natwestcricketforce@ecb.co.uk
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STAFFORDSHIRE GROUNDSMEN (STAG) UPDATE 

Following the outcomes of the PQS (Performance Quality Standards) assessments of cricket squares completed at a number of grounds 

by our ECB Pitch Adviser Lee Paulley.  There were a number of common issues highlighted, which if good practise is followed, could 

potentially improve the quality of cricket squares across the County.  To support our Grounds teams across the County STAG are of-

fering two workshops during August.  We will offer support and good practise in three areas and we will also have on show a number 

of the new items purchased to equip the trailer which is available for clubs to hire.  The work-

shops will be held: 

Tuesday 3rd August at 6.30pm at Lichfield CC 

Tuesday 10th August at 6.30pm at Caverswall 

Each session will cover 3 areas: 

Workshop 1 ï Quality Of Cut ï Good practise for ensuing your Mower is correctly set up 

Workshop 2 ï Pitch End and Foothole repairs 

Workshop 3 ï Scarifying ï Advise and guidance on how to ñclear outò that unwanted thatch. 

STAG are currently planning our winter programme following the success of the Rolling workshop early this year.  Two topics are 

being considered Winter Maintenance programmes and Watering and Fertiliser workshops and more information will be announced 

shortly.  However, if you believe there are other topics you would like to suggest as future workshops then please let us know, email 

Bob Askey on bob.askey@ecb.co.uk. 

IOG ï Foundation B Winter Maintenance Qualification Course  

Sunday 26th September 2010 at Lichfield CC 

A reminder that STAG on behalf of Staffordshire Cricket have organised the IOG Foundation B ï Winter Maintenance is being held 

on the 26th September 2010 at Lichfield Cricket Club. Follow the link to locate Lichfield Cricket Club http://lichfield.play-

cricket.com/home/aboutUs.asp.  

The courses will run from 9.15am- 4.30pm and includes lunch and tea/coffee throughout the day.  Providing your club is affiliated to 

Staffordshire Cricket and a member of STAG then your course fee is reduced from £140 to £70. You can book onto the course by 

contacting the Institute of Groundsman (IOG) on 01908 312511 or visit their website www.iog.org.  

If your club or grounds person is not a member of STAG then please contact Jerry Young via email jerry_young43@yahoo.co.uk to 

arrange your membership for £10 per year per club. 

 

August Helpful Instructions For All Club Groundsmen By Lee Paulley 
Ensure you have all your materials in stock, or ordered, for the end of season renovation in early September or whenever the last match 

was played. Wickets will be coming out of use during august, so aeration and scarification can be carried out on these to give you a 

head start on the major renovation work later on.  In most cases irrigation will be required to allow aeration and scarification to be 

effective. The ends can be lightly forked over to a depth of 50 mm or so to produce a fine seed bed suitable grass seed applied.  Typi-

cally this will be 100% perennial ryegrass. The body of the renovated wicket can be scarified, aerated and spiked with a sarel spiked 

roller then oversown with a suitable grass seed mixture.  The mixture content will depend on the level and standard of cricket being 

played. At this time of year, perennial ryegrass should easily germinate within seven days, assuming adequate irrigation. Apply a suit-

able fertiliser to those wickets which have been taken out of use, to aid seed germination and sward establishment. Cricket outfield : 

Throughout this month continue to mow as required,  If the outfield surface is dry or there is a prolonged dry spell, lift the height of cut 

slightly to reduce sward stress.  The standard height of cut will be 12 - 18 mm. Ensure the outfield is checked regulary for worn areas 

and, if required, carry out localised repairs to these. Broadleaved weeds should not be a problem if they were controlled using a pro-

prietary selective herbicide in May - June.  Treatment is still possible if the weeds are actively growing and soil conditions allow i.e. 

not under drought conditions. 

mailto:bob.askey@ecb.co.uk
http://lichfield.play-cricket.com/home/aboutUs.asp
http://lichfield.play-cricket.com/home/aboutUs.asp
http://www.iog.org
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Staffordshire Cricketôs Aussie supporter, Dave Phefley, 

writes for Knot Out having attended the MCC Spirit of 

Cricket Test at Lordôs. 

Itôs only 12 months ago when we were enjoying the ñwondersò of an English summer... and 

learning first hand why they make cricket jumpers so thick... and warm. Now I have come 

back to be part of a historic ñneutralò test at Lords... which also implies that all previous test 

have been biased. The feeling at this test was different to last year... no large crowds, and no 

long queues to get into the ground... and also no long queues to get to the food and drinks 

tents... there was also a far fewer test ñcelebritiesò... on hand to attract the autograph hunt-

ers... but there were a few notables, namely Warnie and Merv... and a couple of poms 

(David Gower and Bob Willis) who were there under sufferance. 

Coming from Melbourne, where you could hold the All-Ireland Hurling championship in 

front of a full house, I am used to big crowds for ñneutralò games... although this game was 

shunned by the locals for some reason... possibly a partisan approach where they are only 

interested in seeing their own team in action... which also explains why there were only 

small crowds at the local to see the World Cup final a couple of days earlier...The first day 

started as last summer with rain and cold weather... a far cry from what I have grown up on 

with warm, even hot Boxing Days... and after the inevitable delay, we finally got underway 

with some sensational bowling by a very young Pakistani attack. The Mohammads, Aamer 

and Asif, bowled a very tight and controlled line and were able to place the Australian top 

order under a fair deal of pressure. The day was marred by a few interruptions for rain and 

light, which is also something new to me, but common at Lords... 

On Day 2, I decided to take advantage of reciprocal membership from the Melbourne 

Cricket Club and enjoy the atmosphere of the Lordsô Members Pavilion... and that is an 

experience to be had... and I am sure it would be quite invigorating when the English are 

involved... although I believe that whilst the Egg and Bacon tie is distinctive, it still lacks 

something...The crowd was small, but extremely knowledgeable... and appreciative of the 

efforts of the players with both bat and ball... although, the process of getting onto the 

ground through the Long Room, whilst quaint, is possibly a bit ñdatedò. I also enjoyed the company of a number of learned members, 

who picking up on the Australian accent and were very hospitable in inviting me to join them in the Memberôs Bar for the afternoon 

ñsessionò. A great time of conversation and cricket reminiscing took place, and as I said earlier... a very knowledgeable group. 

The Memberôs Pavilion provides some great viewing points, not the least of which is from the balcony above the Pakistan (normally 

English) dressing rooms; a small balcony which can hold only a handful of patrons, but has a fantastic view of proceedings.  The nor-

mal outdoor seating in the members is a bit ordinary, with the rather rickety and uncomfortable timber benches not providing the best 

place for prolonged viewing... 

Day 3 and I spent my time between the Allen and Warner Stands... and these are different again... quite relaxed but also quite knowl-

edgeable. The fourth (and final) day was going to be a challenge, and it took the shock tactics of introducing Marcus North into the 

attack to bring on the inevitable capitulation by the Pakistani team.  I recall remarking in jest that the Australians had ñgiven upò when 

North came on, and was immediately set upon by a gent in the members saying that he had never heard an Australian ñgive upò... he 

was also unfamiliar with sarcasm and it took a long while to explain the concept... 

I was fortunate enough to be in the long room to witness the players going out for what was to be the final session, and to also witness 

the teams returning... Again, this something new to me, as the playerôs rooms and access is quite separate from the main memberôs 

area in Melbourne.  I was fascinated for the experience, and am now scouring the fixtures to plan my next trip to Lordôs, hopefully 

sometime before 2013 when we will return to take home the little pottery trophy... I was surprised at how soon after the game the beer 

tents were closed. Within 30 minutes of the last wicket, they stopped serving at the beer tents and we were forced to move down to the 

Marylebone Sports Bar to continue the celebrations. 

P.S... I was pleased that I only had a short while to enjoy the ñEnglish summerò, and was on the flight home on the Sunday... I thought 

about extending and making the trip to Headingly, and am now glad I didn't. See you all next time at Lords... or at Christmas in Mel-

bourne. 

David 

Dave Phefley (Right) proudly wearing 

his Staffordshire Cricket tie entering 

the Lordôs Pavilion during the recent 

Pakistan Australia test 
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Staffordshire Cricket Offer Summer Coaching Courses 

Staffordshire Cricket Holiday Courses   

Endorsed Coaching For Young Players 

All Courses Led By ECB Qualified 

Coaches (CRB Regôd) 

Softball, Hardball Bronze, Silver and Gold 

Courses  

Softball (6-11 years old) 4 days 10am ï3pm £60 

¶ Introduction/Development Of Cricket Skills 

¶ Knowledge Of Rules 

¶ Batting, Bowling. Fielding And Games 

¶ Fun Environment To Learn 

Bronze (8-12 years old) 4 days 10amð3pm £60 

¶ Ongoing Development Of Skills 

¶ Hardball Practice And Games 

¶ Rules And Tactical Awareness 

¶ Batting, Bowling. Fielding And Games 

Silver (11 to 15 years old) 4 days 9amð3pm £70 

¶ Development of Cricket Skills 

¶ Batting, Bowling and Fielding Drills and Skills 

¶ Hardball Development  

¶ 4 Day 5 Hours Per Day Course 

Gold  (13 to 18 years old) 5 days 9amð3pm £99 

¶ Full Week Course 5 days 7 hours a Day 

¶ Advanced Knowledge Of Tactical Awareness 

¶ Learn As A Team  

¶ Full Match On Final Day Of Course 

How Can You Book On These Courses ?  

Ring Jimmy Dawson 07929 744597 or Andy Grice 07831 158522.  

e mail coachingcourses@staffordshirecricket.co.uk  

Please check our other courses at www.staffordshirecricket.co.uk and look for holiday courses  

Courses 

¶ August 3rd to 6th           Softball Courses  Kidsgrove C.C. ,  Stone C.C.,  Stafford C.C. 

¶ August 10th to 13th        Softball Bloxwich C.C.,  Bronze  Kidsgrove C.C,  Silver  Stone C.C. 

¶ August 17th to 20th        Silver Bloxwich C.C. 

¶ August 18th to 20th        Bowling Masterclass 9am to 12noon  Batting Mastertclass 1pm to 4pm 

                                                    (Masterclass Courses are £60 for each discipline 3 days) 

¶ August 24th to 27th        Bronze Old Wulfrunians C.C , Stafford C.C  Silver Kidsgrove C.C. 

¶ August 30th to September 3rd Gold  Stafford Grammar School and Clayton Sports Centre  
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Youôre the Umpire  
The bowler delivers a ball which passes the batsman without him striking it. The ball rebounds off the 

wicketkeeperôs pads to the fielder at short leg who notices the batsman is out of his crease. The short leg 

fielder attempts a run-out, misses and the ball goes for over-throws over the boundary.  

Whatôs your decision? 

Advertise With Staffordshire Cricket  

From Just £50 a Month dual adverts  

www.staffordshirecricket.co.uk and óKnot Outô 

Please Contact Andy Grice 07831 158522 

West Midlands Youth  Cricket League Hold Under 11 Cup Final 

West Bromwich Dartmouth Cricket Club was the venue for 

this season's  WMYCA under 11 final between West Brom-

wich Dartmouth CC and Hawkins CC. 

Dartmouth won the toss and inserted Hawkins in front of a 

healthy crowd of parents and supporters from both clubs. 

James and Kristian got the Hawkins innings off to a flyer 

with some intelligent running between the wickets as they 

piled on 18 from the first four over's.  

Some excellent bowling and fielding from the Dartmouth 

youngsters pegged back Hawkins to 224 at the halfway stage 

with impressive leg-spin from skipper Sachin proving to be 

difficult for the Hawkins batters to master. 

Oliver and Matt kept the momentum going for Hawkins, 

with Olive taking most of the strike. A final flourish 

from Gregg and Tom took Hawkins to 264 at the close 
a score that was perhaps 10 runs short of being a com-

petitive total. 
Dartmouth looked well in command in reply as the 

opening pair of Jeevan and Trisha reached 18 without 

any alarm bells ringing. Despite losing a couple of 
wickets Amir and Shazeb took Dartmouth to 32 at the 

halfway stage. With the match in the balance Dart-

mouth's next pair of Shazeeb (16) and Shameer (7) put 
the Hawkins bowlers to the sword as the score raced to 63. This left the final pair of Sachin and Pryan with task of scor-

ing the few runs required to take their side to victory. The cautious approach from the final pair saw  
Dartmouth home as they closed on 272.West Bromwich Dartmouth were deserved winners in the end as they were 

probably a little more disciplined overall (batting, bowling and fielding). However, with a number of the Hawkins team 

currently still under 10's they will come back strongly next season. 
Chris Williams (under 11 Match Secretary) umpired the game and presented the trophies at the end. Many thanks to 

West Bromwich Dartmouth for hosting the game and also to the Coaches and Managers from both teams who ensured 

that the respective teams were a credit to both clubs. 

Chris Williams hands the trophy to a delighted West Bromwich  

Dartmouth  team after the WMYCA under 11 final  


