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Staffordshire Winners At National 

OSCAs And Coach Education Awards  

Staffordshire Cricket has had an incredible month as National Awards were given out at both the 

NatWest OSCAs (Outstanding Services To Cricket Awards) and the Sky Sports Coach Awards. 

Bob Cherry (pictured above left) was the winner of the highly prestigious Lifetime Achiever award at 

the NatWest OSCAs. Bob with more than 70 years total dedication to the sport was indeed a worthy 

winner (please read a full report on page 2 of this newsletter). 

The Coach Education team are pictured above right after securing the County óOustanding Tutor 

Teamô Award at the national Sky Sports awards in the Long Room at Lordôs Cricket Ground. pictured 

left to right Alan Hill, Leigh Rees, Ghazi Zaki, Steven Finn (England), Bob Askey, Jason Britton. 

Great news for the Coaches that have been tutored and for those yet to be tutored in Staffordshire, in that your Coach Education team 

have at the ECB Sky Sports Coach Awards 2010, held in the Long room at Lords Cricket Ground on Saturday 23 October were the 

ñOutstanding Tutor Team National winners.ò Your Tutors, Leigh Rees, in his capacity as a Field Based Trainer and Ghazi Zaki as the 

Regional Representative for the Staffordshire Coaches Association, were invited to a two day conference held at Lords.  

In addition, Cookie Patel ï Regional Training Manager, Jason Britton- Cricket Development Manager, Alan Hill ï Head of the Emerging 

Player Programme, and Bob Askey - Cricket Development Officer Performance & Clubs were invited to the evening Sky Sports Coach 

awards, where they were royally entertained at the home of cricket in the Long Room, and were presented on behalf of Staffordshire with 

the award by Steve Finn ï England fast bowler. The event was hosted by Charles Colville on behalf of Sky Sports. 

Staffordshire Coach Education can hold its head up high and is regarded outside the County by other Counties as an ñExemplar to Cricket 

Coach Educationò. We all as a County can be proud of this statement. The Coach Education team work closely as a team on courses, each 

one of them knowing who does what and when. The Tutors put down the teamôs success to the following: 

¶ Supporting each other when 1 Tutor is delivering. 

¶ Converting classrooms and halls into cricket learn-

ing environments. 

¶ Using visual aids and other materials provided by 

Sky Sports and the ECB. 

¶ Creating a relaxed and supportive environment for 

all on courses, paying attention to detail at every 

stage. 

¶ Continually monitoring and reflecting on courses 

to improve the way Tutors deliver and to enhance 

the learning, but at all times remain sympathetic to 

the core of the course, so as to adhere to the guide-

lines of the Governing Body. 

The benefits that the Coaching team bring to the candidates can be 

summarised as follows: 

Enhance the candidateôs knowledge. 

Teach candidates new skills to help them communicate coach-

ing messages. 

Increase candidateôs awareness of how people learn, and to 

enable players they coach to take on responsibility for their 

learning. 

Helps to improve and develop coachôs games as players. In-

creases coachôs confidence in themselves. 

A well done to all tutors who as well as the above are : Jimmy 

Dawson, Chris Guest, Richard Adams, Dave Ford, Tony Lea, 

Dave Grattage, Brian Sims and Steve Walker. A Superb Team 
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Bob Cherry Wins óLifetime Achieverô At OSCAs  
Staffordshire Cricket celebrated this month during the 

national NatWest Outstanding Services To Cricket 

Awards at Lordôs Cricket Ground with the most prestig-

ious award of the day being presented to Bob Cherry by 

former England captain Mike Gatting. 

The awards which saw England players Matt Prior, Steve 

Finn and Charlotte Edwards attending, were the eighth 

annual national awards and were presented over a lunch 

in front of over 400 guests. 

The óLifetime Achieverô award was presented to Bob 

Cherry a man with an impressive array of cricket playing, 

umpiring and administration experience stretching over 

70 years. Bob has been secretary of the Kidsgrove & 

District Junior League for the past 40 years, seen several 

years service on various ECB committees and is a 25 year 

chair of the League Cricket Conference. The award is 

most well deserved for a man who is well respected in all 

local and national cricketing circles.  

Uttoxeter Cricket Club were runner up in the  óNatWest CricketForceô category and four members of the club were present to pick up 

their trophy presented by former England captain and now NatWest ambassador Michael Vaughan. Uttoxeter gained a togetherness 

through a newly energised group of players that have now looked to the future. The club members worked together with local busi-

nesses, scouts and the local community to carry out a £20,000 project for less than £1,000. The project saw new carpets, a kitchen, 

paint and a new practice net. 

Chris Hopkin was the runner up in the óLeagues and Boardsô section presented by England Womenôs captain Charlotte Edwards. Chris 

was league representative for Leycett CC from 1973 to 1985 when he was appointed the league executive committee as Honarary legal 

advisor, apposition which he held until his election as league Chairman in 1995.Chris is still in this position and has held the post for a 

record 15 years. 

During this time there has been unprecedented change in the face of local cricket in the area and Chris has been at the forefront of it all 

showing strength, courage and  tremendous leadership throughout. During his tenure the league has merged with the North Staffs and 

District League which was the oldest league in the country. This was an exercise that required all of Chrisôs earlier mentioned attrib-

utes as well as patience and diplomacy. On completion of the merger Chris led the League to achieve ECB Premier league status. Rec-

ognising that the new structure required a review of its management Chris with his executive enlisted outside consultancy and is cur-

rently showing all his management prowess in implementing the resulting recommendations. 

Considering the league has gone from 24 to 48 teams overnight the transition has been smoother than anyone could have expected and 

a great deal of the credit must go to its leader. 

Also present from the county at the awards were Andrew Mandleberg of Dunstall C.C, Mick and Rachael Moore from Silverdale C.C, 

Trevor Morris of Leycett C.C, Graham and Alwyn Farr from Knypersley C.C and Staffordshire OSCAs organiser Andy Grice. 

Staffordshire Cricket Development Manager Jason Britton said ñBob Cherry is a well deserved recipient of this highly prestigious 

award. Bob has seen some fantastic changes to our sport and has been at the focal point of cricket in Staffordshire and its leagues for 

many years. Staffordshire Cricket is immensely proud to have winners of our own county awards being recognised at a national level 

with three Staffordshire nominees in the seven categories. We hope to see our county represented again next year.ò 
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Sohail Zaroof Wins £750 Fearnley Scholarship 

Porthill Park 16 year old Sohail Zaroof was awarded the 

lucrative £750 Fearnley Cricket sponsorship prize as 

Staffordshire Cricket celebrated the achievements of the 

2010 season at the Areva Club in Stafford.  

Zaroof bounced back after not being selected by the 

county at under 14 or under 15 levels, to have a domi-

nating season with both bat and ball that has seen him 

top 500 county runs in combined under 16 and under 17 

teams. Zaroofôs performances also earned him three 

other awards as he was under 16 batsman and coaches 

player of the year as well as being awarded a medal for 

his superb 144 against Warwickshire at Kenilworth in 

July. The Porthill starsô achievements were also noted 

by the county as he was awarded a place on the Emerg-

ing Players Programme for 2010-11. 

England Womenôs star Danielle Wyatt was on hand to 

present the awards which saw a celebration of yet an-

other successful year for Staffordshire Cricket in 2010. 

The season saw a remarkable team achievement by the 

county under 13 squad who won the ECB regional 

group by winning 9 of 10 matches, the only defeat by 1 

run. The squad also won the Taunton festival defeating 

amongst others Yorkshire on the way with captain Aus-

ten Crump scoring 102 against Northants. 

The team success also transferred to the coach as Gra-

ham Warner also picked up the óCoach of the Yearô title in the óindividual outstanding achievementô category. Two boys were also 

awarded prizes in the same individual category. Sam Kelsall the former Moddershall batsman now with Nottinghamshire academy was 

awarded a trophy as recognition for being selected for England under 17 while Greg Massingham the Little Stoke leg spinner was recog-

nised for his selection for the England under 15 development 

squad after some outstanding performances for Staffordshire 

and the Midlands region at the Bunbury Festival. 

Overall there were 36 trophies awarded on the evening to 

batsman, bowler and fielder at 12 age groups of girls and boys 

in conjunction with Trent Trophies. The manager and coachôs 

player of the year in each age group won a £25 voucher cour-

tesy of event sponsors Fearnley Cricket. There were 14 indi-

vidual  performance awards given for boys or girls who either 

scored a century during the season or took five wickets or 

more in as game. George Scrimshaw from the successful un-

der 13 squad took five wickets for seven runs twice against 

Herefordshire and Oxfordshire while Tom Fell scored the 

seasons top score of 202 as Staffordshire under 17s  chased 

down 389 to defeat Shropshire. 

Staffordshire Cricket Development Manager Jason Britton 

said ñThe awards are a very important part of the year for 

Staffordshire Cricket, to recognise the outstanding perform-

ance of our age groups, players, coaches and managers in 

2010. The results achieved in 2010 are a fitting outcome fol-

lowing the incredible dedication and commitment of our teams 

and the support of their parents and  clubs.ò 

For a full list of winners please see page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

Sohail Zaroof (centre) after receiving the Fearnley Scholarship from Brand 

Manager Paul Fearnley (left) and England Womenôs player Danielle Wyatt 

Graham Warner (Centre) Staffordshire óCoach Of The Yearô with 

Staffordshire Cricket Chairman Gerald Williams (left) and Cricket  

Development Manager Jason Britton 


