
Inside this issue:  

SYC Presentation 

Evening  

2&3  

 

Womenõs and Girls 4 

STAG AGM and 

Vacancies 

5 

One To One  

Coaching Available  

6 

SYC News 7 

Youõre the Umpire 7 

Boys Under 17  

Manager Vacancy 

8 

 

Durant Cricket 9 

Nayyer Abbas MVP 10 

SASSOT Courses 11 

  
Diary And Contacts 12 

 

ºKNOT-OUT» 
The Staffordshire Cricket Newsletter  

    www.staffordshirecricket.co.uk  

October 2011  

with the Lifetime Achievement award. Richard has been the clubôs groundsman for thirty years, helping make their pitch one of the best 

in Leicestershire league cricket. A former player, he also umpires at county Premier League level and has been involved with the club 

for more than 50 years in a variety of different roles. 

The NatWest CricketForce award was presented by Michael Vaughan to Patricia Brown and Karen Shead for their joint efforts in im-

proving the facilities and ground at Notts and Arnold Amateurs CC in Nottinghamshire. Richard Abell from Whittington Cricket 

Club the Staffordshire county showcase club was runner up in a fiercely contested category. Richard has shown tremendous drive and 

enthusiasm to manage what is a £500k project. 

Dominic Warne, Senior Marketing Manager, NatWest, said: "Weôre proud to once again be sponsoring the OSCAs. Itôs so important to 

recognise and celebrate the efforts of volunteers at the end of another fantastic season of cricket, something this event does so uniquely. 

We know that many grassroots clubs would struggle to function without the time, hard work and dedication of these volunteers which is 

one of the reasons why we launched the NatWest Cricket Club this summer. Weôre helping to find the next generation of volunteers and 

reward those who play an active role in supporting the grassroots of the game.ò 

Now in its ninth year, the NatWest OSCAs forms part of the ECBôs Volunteering programme which gives cricket clubs advice on re-

cruiting, educating and rewarding volunteers in all areas of the recreational game. 

Staffordshire Cricket Development Manager Jason Britton commented ñI am delighted for George and everyone at Stone SP should feel 

justifiably proud of his achievement. Staffordshire Cricket has a reputation for some outstanding candidates at these awards and we 

would like clubs to encourage more nominations for our county awards in 2012.ò 

Also present from Staffordshire were Sue Haynes the loyal county Womenôs scorer, Tony Gubby the Staffordshire Young Cricketers 

Chairman, Stan Ward the hard working Brewood groundsman, Andrew Mandleberg who is leading a piomeering development group 

project aimed at girls cricket in East Staffordshire, Andy Grice the organiser of the Staffordshire OSCAs and Jason Britton the Stafford-

shire Cricket Development Manager. 

2011 NatWest OSCAs winners: 
Young Volunteer ï George Hawbrook, Staffordshire, Behind the Scenes: Keith Gray, Yorkshire, Building Partnerships: Taj Butt, York-

shire, 

Leagues and Boards: Christopher Whitehouse, Surrey, Lifetime Achiever: Richard Fowkes, Leicestershire, NatWest CricketForce: 

Patricia Brown, Karen Sheed, Nottinghamshire, Officiating ï Umpires and Scorers ï Mervyn Goode, Sussex 

Outstanding Contribution to Disability Cricket ï Cricket Federation for People with Disabilities. 

17-year-old George Haw-

brook from Stone SP 

Cricket Club picked up the 

Young Volunteer Award at 

the NatWest Outstanding 

Service to Cricket awards 

(OSCAs) 2011, collecting 

his prize from former Eng-

land wicket-keeper Paul 

Nixon. A member of the 

clubôs committee, George is 

a groundsman at the club, 

preparing wickets, cutting 

the outfield and doing gen-

eral maintenance. He has 

gained his UKCC Level 

One coaching qualification 

in the last twelve months 

and also manages one of the clubôs junior sides. The award is seen as recognition for the many hours 

of work George puts into the club in a volunteer capacity and is the second Staffordshire National 

OSCA following on from the Lifetime Achiever award won in 2010 by Bob Cherry. 

A host of current and former England cricketers including James Anderson, Matthew Prior, Claire 

Taylor and Michael Vaughan turned out in force to recognise the efforts of grass-roots volunteers at 

the OSCAs. 

The event, which was staged at Lordôs and hosted by BBC Radio Test Match Special commentator 

Jonathan Agnew, brought together more than 350 people from across the recreational game to cele-

brate achievements in volunteering roles in eight different categories. 

James Anderson and Matthew Prior presented Richard Fowkes from Kegworth CC in Leicestershire 

George Hawbrook Lands National Honour 
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Porthill Park 13 year old Louis Allison was 

awarded the lucrative £750 Fearnley Cricket 

sponsorship prize as Staffordshire Cricket 

celebrated the achievements of the 2011 

season at the Areva Club in Stafford. Allison, 

who was first selected by Staffordshire as an 

under 12 player has had a remarkable season. 

Firstly he scored back to back hundreds 

against Oxfordshire and Warwickshire in the 

victorious ECB Cup campaign with the 

county winning all nine matches. Louis then 

achieved the stunning achievement of one 

thousand runs in a county season bringing up 

the milestone in the final match at Taunton 

as his side won the Kings School Festival.  

The Porthill starôs achievements were also 

noted by the county as he was awarded a 

place on the Emerging Players Programme 

(EPP) for 2011-12. 

England under 19 and Nottinghamshire star 

Sam Kelsall was on hand to present the 

awards which saw a celebration of yet an-

other successful year for Staffordshire 

Cricket in 2011. The season saw some a 

remarkable team achievements by the county 

under 13 squad noted above and also the 

under 14 squad winning their ECB Regional 

Group but losing out narrowly in the national 

semi final while the under 12ôs won the 

Shrewsbury Festival T20 Trophy. 

Also commended on the evening were the under 15 girls who also won their ECB Regional Group before losing out to Sussex in a 

close national quarter final. 

There were two Outstanding Individual Achievement awards given out on the evening with Will Davis of Milford Hall presented with 

a trophy to mark his selection for the ECB England Development Programme who only select ten players each year that excel at under 

15 level. Tony Thane of Walsall, a stalwart of Staffordshire Youth Cricket and former chairman of the countyôs youth cricket was also 

recognised for his loyal and unswerving dedication to the county. Thane has recently stepped down as the county under 17 manager 

due to work and personal issues. 

Overall there were 33 trophies awarded on the evening to batsman, bowler and fielder at 12 age groups of girls and boys in conjunction 

with Trent Trophies. The manager and coachôs player of the year in each age group won a Ã25 voucher courtesy of event sponsors 

Fearnley Cricket. There were 14 individual  performance awards given for boys or girls who either scored a century during the season 

or took five wickets or more in as game, James Middleton of Walsall scoring the highest individual score of 136 not out against Chesh-

ire while Wolverhampton spinner Shoaib Malik returned the best county figures with 6-20 in the under 14 game at home to Shropshire. 

Trophies for county hundreds were awarded to the following players in addition to the above Tom Steele (Leek), Austen Crump (Meir 

Heath), Sam Moores (Moddershall), Richard Brazier (Stafford), Alex Grant (Wolverhampton) and Kurtis Lally (Hem Heath) 

Five wickets or more in a county match were achieved by the following Ben Cotton (Porthill Park), Stephanie Butler (Kidsgrove), 

Adam Purcell (Stone SP), Zoe Hallam (Meir Heath), Greg Massingham (Kidsgrove). 

Staffordshire Cricket Development Manager Jason Britton said ñThe awards are a very important part of the year for Staffordshire 

Cricket, to recognise the outstanding performance of our age groups, players, coaches and managers in 2011. The results achieved in 

2011 are a fitting outcome following the incredible dedication and commitment of our teams and the support of their parents and 

clubs.ò 

Paul Fearnley brand manager of Fearnley Cricket commented ñThis is the fourth year that Fearnley cricket have supported Youth 

Cricket in Staffordshire. We as a company are proud to be associated with such a high performing county. I sincerely hope the award 

given to Louis will help him in a small way towards his cricketing goals.ò 

Louis Allison Scoops £750 Sponsorship 

- Fearnley Award Goes To 13 Year Old 

Louis Allison proudly shows off his trophy and sponsorship award after receiv-

ing his prize. Alongside Louis are Paul Fearnley (Left) Brand Manager For 

Fearnley Cricket and Jason Britton Staffordshire Cricket Development Manager 
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 Under 10  Boys  

Batting : James Taylor Bowling : Tom Swift Fielding : Jack Redman 

Manager Award : James Taylor Coach Award : Joseph Woolley 

Under 11  Boys  

Batting : Ewan Wilcox Bowling : Tom Hodson  Fielding :  James 

Davis 

Manager Award : Harry Brundrett Coach Award : Jonty Barnes 

Under 12  Boys  

Batting : Daniel Gibbs Bowling : Aidan Schmid   Fielding :  

Chris Becker 

Manager Award : Anis Raza Coach Award : Zak Wilcox 

Under 13  Girls  

Batting : Lucy Kelsall, Bowling : Charlotte Steele Fielding : Re-

becca Roberts 

Manager Award : Jodie Pritchard Coach Award : Laurie Horn 

Under 13  Boys  

Batting : Louis Allison Bowling : George Scrimshaw Fielding : Zen 

Malik 

Manager Award : Faizan Zaroof Coach Award : Liam Banks 

Under 14  Boys  

Batting : Austen Crump Bowling: Adam Pursell Fielding  : Jack 

Hassell 

Manager Award : Adam Keates Coach Award : Tom Ball 

Under 15  Girls  

Batting : Elysse Lally Bowling : Kate Ecclestone Fielding : Amy 

West 

Manager Award : Hattie Barnes  Coach Award :Alex Hale 

Under 15  Boys  

Batting : Tom Steele Bowling : Richard Williams Fielding : Billy 

Thorley 

Manager Award : Rob Hemmings Coach Award : Jack Lewis 

Under 16  Boys  

Batting : Sam Moores Bowling : Tom Edwards  Fielding : Niall 

Cooper 

SYC PRESENTATION NIGHT AWARDS  

Under 16  Boys  

Manager Award : Zac Jupp Coach Award : Sam Moores 

Under 17  Girls  

Batting : Sarah Gough Bowling : Ella Johnson Fielding : Rachael 

Smith 

Manager Award : Rachael Le Feaver Coach Award : Stephanie 

Butler 

Under 17  Boys  

Batting : Alex Grant Bowling : Ben Cotton Fielding : Alex 

Thomson 

Manager Award : James Middleton Coach Award :  Daniel 

Richardson 

Team Of The Year  

Under 13 Boys winners ECB Group and Taunton Festival 

Under 12 Boys Won Shrewsbury Festival 20/20 

Under 14 Boys  National Semi Finalists 

Centuries  

Austen Crump, Tom Steele,  Sam Moores, Richard Brazier, 

Kurtis Lally, Alex Grant,  James Middleton (centre picture 

above with highest score for season), Louis Allison (x2) 

Five Wicket Hauls  

Stephanie Butler, Shoaib Malik, Greg Massingham,  

Zoe Hallam (pictured above), Adam Pursell, Ben Cotton 

Individual Outstanding Achievements  

Will Davis (pictured above far left with Gerald Williams and 

Jason Britton) 

Selection for ECB England Development Programme  

 

Tony Thane (far right picture above centre right with Gerald 

Williams Stuart Bourne and Jason Britton) 

 Services To Staffordshire Youth Cricket (SYC)  

 

Fearnley Scholarship (Full Kit Sponsorship Worth 

£750) 

Louis Allison 
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Staffordshire Cricket would like to gauge the interest of setting up an Indoor Womenôs Cricket League and we propose that any league 

should operate on a similar basis of the ECB Competition Proposal detailed below.  So if you are interested in getting involved in an 

indoor league either within Staffordshire and/or the ECB proposed competition then please email Bob Askey on bob.askey@ecb.co.uk 

to register your interest. 

Please find detailed below details of the ECB competition, we would propose to use the same format for any leagues we set up across 

the County. 

Why run an indoor competition for Clubs?  

We want to encourage more clubs to continue to take part in cricket and competition during the winter 

We think clubs will benefit from more matches / keeping a 

team together for the winter  

Prepare and provide an opportunity for teams to come to-

gether pre season 

What is the ECB Indoor Competition?  

The competition will be run from January 2012 ï April 2012  

We will run an indoor Knockout competition which will be 

festival based  

Initially the comp will be as local as possible, we will then 

have subsequent rounds with a national final -  

It will be run in localised / regionalised locations initially ï 

this will be dependant on entries ï we will aim to pool entries 

as locally as possible for initial rounds  

It will be run at various venues and can be adapted to the 

venue available (sports halls, Indoor Cricket / Football Cen-

tres)  

What is the format?  

It will be 6-a-side ï Incrediball (Squads of 8 permitted)  

Open to all CCB affiliated Women's Clubs (we expect at least 

5 members of your squad to be over 16)  

Wicket Keeper will not bowl  

Normal cricket rules with retirements for certain runs scored (last man can bat on their own)  

Minimum of 3 bowlers required in each match  

How do I enter?  

Its free to enter ï no cost to your club for 2012  

Simply contact Bob Askey on bob.askey@ecb.co.uk 

Expressions of interest by 14th November 2011.  

Womens and Girls Cricket Development 

Womenôs and Girls Cricket in Staffordshire is increasing helped 

by visits to the county like the one above from England players 

Danielle Hazell and Katherine Brunt seen at last years visit to a 

girls only camp at Tamworth Cricket Club 

mailto:bob.askey@ecb.co.uk
mailto:bob.askey@ecb.co.uk
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Staffordshire Association of Groundsman STAG  AGM 

16TH November 2011 

7.00pm for 7.15pm at Stafford Cricket Club 

  Free Buffet and Guest Speaker 

The 16th November is the AGM of STAG and at this meeting we will be look-

ing to vote in a new Chair of the Group.  Stuart Williamson has been Chair of 

the Group and provided excellent support for the work of STAG for a number 

of years; however his personal work commitments and his role as Chair of the 

North Staffs and South Cheshire League mean that he reluctantly has to step 

down.  STAG, over the last two years has developed its role and has com-

menced on an important programme of Pitch assessments, general advice and 

guidance, Groundsman Education programmes and provision of equipment via the STAG Trailer, with a main aim of improving the 

quality of pitches and facilities across the County.  To help continue to progress these activities STAG needs a volunteer Chair who 

can help us move these plans forward. So if you have experience of managing meetings and helping to progress development plans to 

achieve successful outcomes then why not offer your services (you do not have to be a qualified Groundsman to fill this role).  The 

commitment is a maximum of 5 STAG meetings a year plus attendance at the Staffordshire Cricket Management meetings (max of 3 a 

year). 

Also at the AGM Dennis Wall, who has also been Secretary of the group since the setting up of STAG, is also standing down.  As with 

the role of Chair we are looking for a volunteer who may not necessarily be a qroundsman, but has good organisational skills, is able to 

produce accurate minutes of meetings and has IT experience. 

If you are interested in any of these roles and want to know more please contact Bob Askey on 07939 716884. 

A key programme being supported and promoted by the ECB and the IOG is the PQS programme.  PQS (Performance Quality Stan-

dard) is aimed at assessing cricket pitches and providing advice and guidance on how pitches can be improved.  The role of the ECB 

Pitch Adviser is an important role for the carrying out the assessments and reporting and supporting clubs with the resulting advice 

and guidance.  Lee Paulley was appointed and trained as the Staffordshire ECB Pitch adviser but unfortunately because of work com-

mitments he has found it increasingly difficult to carry out the role.  He has decided to stand down and STAG are therefore commenc-

ing the process to recruit a Pitch Adviser for Staffordshire.  This role will be one of two advisers working across the County.   At this 

point we are looking for expressions of interest, so if you are interested and meet the requirements detailed below, then please email 

Bob Askey on bob.askey@ecb.co.uk giving a reason why you would be interested in taking on the role of ECB Pitch Adviser for Staf-

fordshire.  This is a paid role and more detail will be made available once expressions of interest have been received.  Please email 

Bob by the 14th November 2011 with your interest. 

Roles of a Pitch Adviser 

To advise on the quality performance of specific pitches / squares and produce  recommendations (where necessary) for any improve-

ments, which may include grant aid schemes (Prioritised Detailed Assessment). 

To monitor the developments of any facilities on which recommendations are being implemented. 

Available, if required, to assess pitches / squares in respect of various league criteria.  Create a response team for basic assessments 

(perhaps annual).              Help to continue the development of role and objectives of STAG. 

Adviser Selection Criteria 

The individual selected to the appointment of County Pitch Adviser should meet the following criteria: 

A minimum of 10 years experience preferably as a full time head groundsman and it is desirable but not essential to have attained at 

least Level 3 standard or industry equivalent qualification. 

Be confident and with good communication skills (especially report writing). 

Be available to the county for a minimum of the next 5 years, with employerôs agreement. 

Happy to take up the appointment in the pursuance of cricket excellence. 

Courses: 

To become a Pitch Adviser the candidate must be nominated to the ECB by the CCB.  Once nominated, the candidate must be 

available to attend a week long residential course, the next course is planned around March 2012. 

STAG (Staffordshire Association of Groundsmen) 

mailto:bob.askey@ecb.co.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         Page 6 Page  6 

ºKNOT-OUT» 
The Staffordshire Cricket Newsletter  

    www.staffordshirecricket.co.uk  

October 2011  

One to One coaching is a great way to receive additional coaching that is aimed around the players own targeted improvement 

areas.  All of our coaches aim to make the sessions enjoyable as well as offering the opportunity to develop the player in all as-

pects of cricket.  It is a fantastic way to gain confidence as well as improving specific cricket skills. 

Aimed at players of all ages and abilities 

Led by Level 3 coaches, who currently work with our county representative squads at all ages including both boys and girls. 

Video analysis is available with certain coaches 

 

The 4 session programme consists of 4 x 1hr One to One sessions, with the cost of the programme being £120.  Below are the 

dates for our November/December 2011 programme at Clayton sports centre. 

CLAYTON SPORTS CENTRE NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME  

Nov/Dec 2011  Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays 

Possible Times  3.45pm or 4.45pm 4.00pm or 5.00pm 4.00pm or 5.00pm 

Week 1          21st November 22nd November 23rd November 

Week 2   28th November 29th November 30th November 

Week 3   5th December 6th December 7th December 

Week 4   12th December 13th December 14th December 

FURTHER COURSES IN JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH  

STAFFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

Nov/Dec 2011  Mondays Possible Times  

                                                                5.00pm or 6.00pm  

Week 1          19th November  

Week 2   26th  November  

Week 3   3rd   December  

Week 4   10th December  

FURTHER COURSES PLANNED FOR JANUARY 

                            

Girls Only Development Sessions 
Open to all ages and abilities 

Stafford Grammar School 

7.00pm till 8.30pm 

Level 2 and 3 coaches used ï coach ratio 1:6 

Sessions cover all skills using nets, games and drills. 

 

Pre Xmas Course  26th November  3rd December   10th December  17th December  £25 all inclusive 
 

Post Xmas Course  14th January   21st January  28th January   4th February  11th February   18th February  £35 all inclusive 
 

 

If interested, please contact Jim Dawson to book your place on the one to one coaching courses or if you 

require additional information.  

j.dawson@staffordshirecricket.co.uk       07929 744597  

ONE TO ONE COACHING NOW AVAILABLE  

mailto:j.dawson@staffordshirecricket.co.uk
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Staffordshire Young Cricketers 

Follow snapshots of news on our Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/

Staffordshirecricket  You can find results, fixtures and updates of all things Stafford-

shire Cricket here. 

Also find the time to add us on Twitter @staffscricket will keep you updated on 

all our recent happenings 

The trials to select next years SYC age group squads are well underway and while most groups have large numbers of good candidates, 

weôve been a little surprised that for some age groups the numbers are well down on previous years.    For example, only 12 players 

were nominated by 5 clubs for the Central Under 10 squad and players from other Districts will have to be added to the squad. 

This pattern is also apparent at some older age groups with the Under 15 County nominations also well down.  This may well be a 

symptom of the economic situation or perhaps other things play their part, so if any club coaches have any views on this I would like to 

hear from you. 

We have managers and coaches in place for the District U10, U11 and U12 squads and all the County age groups, except for the County 

boys Under 17s.  There is a vacancy for the manager role and this is being advertised on the following page of this newsletter.  Applica-

tions should be sent to Bob Askey at Himley CC. 

The District trials for Under 13, 14 and 15 age groups start in the new year and clubs will be asked nearer the time to nominate players 

to attend trials.  We still need coaches in the east of the County to look after the U14s and U15s and again applications should go to Bob 

Askey. 

We hosted a very successful SYC awards event at the Alstom club in Stafford earlier in October and a full report is shown on the web 

site and on page 2&3.  Our partner Kidz in Sport photographed all the award winners on the night and they can be seen on their web site. 

SYC County and District age groups will follow match programmes in 2012 similar to those in 2011 and we are all currently working 

towards putting out high quality squads to compete successfully against other counties. 

Finally, congratulations to the players who have been selected to join our EPP programme for 2011/12; well done to you all and well 

deserved. 

Tony Gubby    Chairman Staffordshire Young Cricketers  

Youôre the Umpire  

A Batsman has just run a quick single and reaches forward to ground his bat in 

the crease. A fielder throws the ball at the stumps but it hits the bat and knocks it 

out of the batsmanôs hands. The ball is then deflected onto the stumps. The bats-

man is still outside his crease and no longer holding his bat when the fielding side 

appeals 

What Do You Give ? 

     Answer on Back Page 

Donõt Forget To Register YOUR CLUB For The 2012 NatWest 

CricketForce Weekend via the following link  http://bit.ly/nd3nsD  

http://www.facebook.com/Staffordshirecricket
http://www.facebook.com/Staffordshirecricket
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Staffordshire Young Cricketers 

UNDER 17 MANAGER VACANCY  

Opportunity to manage a County age group squad 

Tony Thane the long serving manager of the County Under 17 age group has stood down, so we require someone to take his place. 

The successful candidate will be a minimum Level 2 ECB coach with substantial experience at club/District/County level of managing 

an age group squad. 

Age Group County Manager - Person Specification  

Qualified to Coach Level 2 and be a current member of ECBCA.  

Possess the necessary accreditation for pastoral care, i.e. current Child Protection Certificate, current First Aid Certificate and current 

Criminal Record Bureau check.  Candidates must be prepared to update this accreditation every 3 years. 

Substantial club coaching and squad management experience 

Computer literate and have an accessible e mail address. 

Highly organised, used to taking a structured approach to issues and skilled in administrative tasks. 

A sympathetic nature, possessing highly developed inter personal skills. 

Ability to work as part of a team  

Good communication skills  

Embraces change and continuous improvement 

Age group County Manager-Job Description  

Attend SYC Managers and Coaches sub committee meetings 

Attend Open trials and squad sessions and with coach select players for county squad 

Receive income from session fees  

Arrange fixtures in consultation with the coach 

Notify players selected for squad sessions and County matches 

Arrange home venues and refreshments 

Undertake risk assessments at venues 

Arrange for and pay match officials  

Arrange transport for matches as appropriate and accommodation as necessary for overnight stays 

Liaise with opposition officials  

In consultation with the Coach and SCB Performance Officer liaise as necessary with parents 

In consultation with the coach, book coaching venues and coaches for trials and squad sessions 

Publicise matches and results including the end of season reports and posting on play cricket 

Prepare end of season and start of season financial budgets  

Keep accurate records of expenditure and income received 

Liaise with relevant District lead coaches and integration of players into both squads as necessary  

Undertake other administrative tasks as set out in the SYC managers and Coaches Handbook 

Provide information for and attend any official presentation evenings. 

Attend relevant courses organised in conjunction with the Performance Officer 

If you want to be considered please complete the application form below and send to Bob Askey, Himley CC, Stourbridge Road, Dud-

ley, DY3 4LB by 7th November 2011  
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