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May 2010
Dear Club Secretary,
I am writing to invite your club to participate in a fundraising scheme that The Lord’s Taverners is running in the West Midlands, which we hope will help your club and the charity raise significant funds. Attached is further information to display on your notice board and circulate to your members.
How it Works?
The Lord’s Taverners will provide each participating club with up to 30 Lord’s Taverners bat grips (as used by England Captain Andrew Strauss and his deputy Alastair Cook) free of charge. The participating club will then distribute the bat grips to its playing members, who will, in return, pledge to raise money for their club and the charity. 
There are numerous ways that individuals can elect to raise money. For example:

· Sponsorship for reaching your individual runs/wickets season target.

· Sponsorship of Xp per run or wicket.
· A straightforward donation by a player for the right to use the grip (suggested minimum of £15).
· Any other ideas, thought of by the individual or your club, are very welcome.

At the end of the season the club will collect all the money raised by its players. The club will keep 50% of the money raised to reinvest in the club, and donate the other 50% to The Lord’s Taverners by October 31st at the latest. Prizes are available for the individual and club that raise the highest amount of money, which will be awarded in November 2010. 
Prizes

The individual that raises the most funds through participating in this scheme will receive a signed Warwickshire CCC or Worcestershire CCC cricket bat and 2 tickets to Day 1 of England’s home Test Match against India at Edgbaston in 2011. 
The club that raises the highest amount of money will receive 50 tickets to the Warwickshire CCC versus Worcestershire CCC Twenty20 group match at Edgbaston in 2011, and a Warwickshire CCC or Worcestershire CCC team signed shirt. 
The Aim
In 2010 The Lord’s Taverners West Midlands Region will aim to attract a minimum of 30 cricket clubs to participate in this initiative, which we hope will raise around £15,000. Ideally, we would like each participating club to seek to raise a minimum of £500 (approximately £15 per individual) with the £500 spilt 50:50 between The Lord’s Taverners and your club. 
We sincerely hope this initiative is of interest to your club and its members and welcome your participation. Attached is a poster for your Notice Board that will enable you to publicise this scheme to your members. More information about The Lord’s Taverners is available at:  www.lordstaverners.org 
Next Step

To sign your club up to participate in the bat grip initiative, please complete the attached application form, or, for more information, please contact: 
Alison Prosser (07769 880888) - alison.prosser@lordstaverners.org  

I do hope you will participate.

Kind Regards
Trevor Foster

Regional Chairman 
The Lord’s Taverners

West Midlands Region
Charity Number: 306054

BAT GRIP APPLICATION FORM
NAME: ......................................................................................................................................................

CRICKET CLUB: .........................................................................................................................................

POSITION AT CRICKET CLUB: ....................................................................................................................

NUMBER OF BAT GRIPS REQUIRED: (max 30)............................................................................................

ADDRESS: .................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

EMAIL: .....................................................................................................................................................
CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER: ............................................................................................................

I, on behalf of ...................................................... Cricket Club agree to donate 50% of all monies raised by the club through partaking in the Bat Grip Initiative to The Lord’s Taverners. 

All donations should be paid via cheque, made payable to ‘The Lord’s Taverners’ 

All cheques must be sent to the address at the bottom of the page c/o Alison Prosser.

All money to be donated to The Lord’s Taverners should be received by the 31st October 2010 deadline. All prize winners will be announced during November 2010. 

Signed: ..............................................................................................

Print Name: ......................................................................................

Date: .................................................................................................

*Please return your completed form to: Alison Prosser, The Lord’s Taverners, c/o 17 Coppice Walk, Solihull, West Midlands B90 4HY 


Notes:

The Lord’s Taverners is the official Charity for recreational cricket and the UK’s leading youth cricket and disability sports Charity whose objective is to give young people, particularly those with special needs, a sporting chance. This year The Lord’s Taverners will donate nearly £3 million to help young people of all abilities and backgrounds participate in sporting activities by channelling funding into specific schemes:

· Encouraging participation in youth cricket, particularly in disadvantaged areas – providing grants towards Non-Turf pitches, funding for youth cricket competitions and donating hundreds of cricket bags to clubs and school teams across the UK.

· Supporting recreational and sporting activities for youngsters with special needs – donating specially adapted minibuses and sports wheelchairs giving young people vital transportation and access to sport, and providing grants for play and sports equipment.

Fifty per cent of the funds awarded go to cricket projects - equipment and competitions for those young people playing the game at grass roots level in schools and clubs. The other half is awarded to special needs schools or organisations, supporting their work to encourage youngsters to participate in recreational activities and a wide range of disabled sports. The Lord’s Taverners is passionate about providing mobility and supplies specially adapted minibuses at a rate of almost one every week. It is also one of the leading funders of sports wheelchairs.

The Lord’s Taverners benefits hugely from the support its highly regarded members, many of them drawn from the world of sport and entertainment. The list includes Mike Gatting, Alastair Cook, Chris Tarrant, Andrew Flintoff, Bill Tidy, Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson, Rachael Heyhoe Flint, James Haskell and Colin Salmon.

The Lord’s Taverners was founded in 1950 (2010 is our Diamond Jubilee) and has raised and distributed over £30m to schools, clubs and special needs organisations in the UK in the last decade.

You can find out more about The Lord’s Taverners and future fundraising events at www.lordstaverners.org 
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