February 2010

Dear 

Threat to sustained investment in cricket in Staffordshire 

I am writing to you to raise our concern at the threat to sustained investment in cricket in Staffordshire and across the game as a result of a consultation currently being held by Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport into sporting events which should be listed.

I thought you would be interested in learning more about the level of investment that the England and Wales Cricket Board has made Staffordshire in recent years and the impact this has had on participation, coaching and above all facilities.

ECB is rightly proud of its continued investment in grassroots cricket which has generated impressive year on year increases in participation, focus clubs, volunteers and coaches.

Participation has also risen by 37 per cent in Staffordshire, as measured at the county’s focus clubs, with coaching roles rising by 26 per cent and volunteers by nine per cent. There has also been a rise in club membership totalling seven per cent.

ECB and its partners have also invested in facilities at Barton under Needwood, Blythe, Endon, Stone, Wolverhampton, Himley, Alridge, Bagnall, Bronze, Eccleshall, Hawkins Sport and Social, Milford Hall, Newcastle and Hartshill, Norton, Pelsall, Silverdale, Tamworth, Walsall, Wednesbury, Yoxall, Cannock, Caverswall, Checkley, Leycett and Meir Heath.

ECB also have school/club partnerships operating in Biddulph, Chasetown, Cheslyn Hay, Chesterton, Hagley Park Rawlett, Robert Sutton, Stafford, Berry Hill and Holden Lane.

There have also been a significant number of women’s and girls sections at clubs across the country and this is reflected in Staffordshire. At present there are 344 clubs with girls’ sections, 298 with a women’s section and 137 with both nationwide. In the Midlands region there are 61clubs with girls’ sections, 42 with women’s sections and 23 with both.

Across the country there are more than 700 cricket clubs who have benefitted, in the last two years alone, from ECB’s many partnerships. This has allowed massive improvements in facilities to meet the demands of an ever increasing number of participants and coaches in the game.

The ECB’s ability to make such significant investments in the grassroots and community cricket in Staffordshire has been in large part due to the fact that ECB has been able to negotiate a fair market price for cricket with broadcasters who have demonstrated a desire and commitment to our sport.

All broadcasters had the opportunity to bid for Test match, International and domestic cricket and sadly, despite ECB’s best efforts, no terrestrial broadcaster registered a bid. 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport is now consulting on the recommendations made by the Davies review into Free to Air television that the home Ashes series be listed as a ‘crown jewel’ and the list of protected highlights be abolished. This is a move that is a further blow for cricket – drastically reducing income and leading to the end of the popular highlights programme at 7pm that allowed all of the family to catch up on the cricket after a day at school or work. This decision is contrary to the evidence provided by all terrestrial broadcasters who gave evidence and has been rejected by four previous Government and Select Committee inquiries.

The potential damage of listing the Ashes is incredibly serious for the health of our sport. Initial indications provided to ECB by external rights consultants have suggested a loss of income of at least £100m over a four year period. 

The Davies Report does not take this into consideration and the Secretary of State has said he will listen to the evidence of the impact this could have. 

With losses of this magnitude the impact will be felt at all levels of the game from Team England down to grassroots cricket and it would be disastrous if a populist move, unsupported by financial impact studies or broadcasters, was to undermine the entire structure of the game.

In cricket, as in all sports, there is a close pathway between participation, community sport, and the various tiers of competitive sport leading through the First Class County structure to International. All depend on the other and the impact that these proposals would have would impact at every level of the game and be a major impediment to get more people playing, watching and enjoying cricket.

Cricket in Staffordshire, with its clubs often the centre of community or village life, has benefitted hugely from the ECB investment. It is an investment programme we wish to continue in the next five years and hope we will have your support to do so. However there is no doubt that if this decision goes against us that we will face inevitable cuts in the cricket infrastructure.

Please will you write to the Secretary of State to ask him to include in his final decision making the impact there will be on cricket in our County. One good outcome would be to return to the previous arrangement (which had been backed by four previous Government reviews) and put Cricket on the B list.

If you would like more information please do contact me.

Yours sincerely,

