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The shortage of umpires in Leagues across the County is still of some concern. The official ECB courses in early 2025 produced very few if any new umpires.

The CEO, working alongside Richard Adams from Staffs Cricket, has produced a programme of official ECB courses which were scheduled for Autumn 2025 and Spring 2026. Two have already been completed, at Stafford and at Clayton which were attended by SACO representatives to introduce our organisation and to gather details from those interested in becoming panel umpires. 

Three more courses are planned in North, South and East Staffordshire for early 2026. Once numbers are clear we will run the “conversion” course, Continued Umpire Development in March at Fordhouses CC. This will also be offered to umpires as a refresher course before the 2026 season.

SSCCL are running a Stage 1 and Stage 2 course which will be held at Fordhouses CC funded by the League to train registered club umpires under the League’s new policy for Divisions 1 and 2. NSSCPCL have their own version of his as both leagues strive to increase the number of umpires.

Ian Matthews, Jonathan Chappell and Sam Holmes will be delivering in South Staffs. Keith Healey and John Reed will also deliver a version of the old Stage 1 and 2 courses
with the same aim, to boost League panel members in the north of the county. Nick Wide is also joining the tutor team in the North and along with Sam Holmes are very welcome to the tutor team.

CPD sessions have continued in both the North and South of the County using materials from the ECB. 
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