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STAFFORDSHIRE YOUNG CRICKETERS (SYC)
PLAYER & PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT

In becoming an SYC Player, parent, or carer, you agree to be bound by the following Code of Conduct.
This document has been produced in accordance with the ECB guidelines on behaviour and conduct and incorporates the spirit of cricket.

As such all players, parents and carers are asked to: -
•
Be aware of and have read the appropriate code of conduct 

•
Play cricket within the Laws and Spirit of the Game. Full details can be found https://www.lords.org/mcc/the-laws-of-cricket/preamble-to-the-laws-spirit-of-cricket
•
Accept that the Manager and Coach of each respective age group have total responsibility at all times, before, during and after matches, for the conduct and behaviour of players in their charge. 
The team manager and coach of the respective age group are responsible for the behaviour of the squad on and off the field. They are also totally responsible for the preparation and selection of the squad and team and should receive the full cooperation of all players and parents of players within the squad.
Staffordshire Cricket has an excellent tradition of behaviour both on and off field. To uphold this tradition, we ask that you follow the code of conduct guidelines below.
Parents and Carers – Please do
-
Encourage your child to learn the rules and play within them.

-
Discourage unfair play and arguing with officials.
-
Help your child to recognise good performance, not just results.

-
Set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding the good performances of     
           all.
-          Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person within the context of cricket.
-
Publicly accept officials’ judgements.

-
Support your child’s involvement and help them to enjoy their sport.

-
Use correct and proper language at all times.
-         Adhere to the player dress code for training and fixtures and have appropriate kit 
-         Allow players to carry their own kit to and from the changing room.

-         Make the Coaches aware of any injuries, illness or school pressures
-
Please take responsibility for taking your child to matches and make arrangements for 
           them to be picked up after matches. Punctuality is essential.

·  In line with ‘Safe Hands’ guidelines, please gain permission from the Team Manager before using any video, or camera equipment.
Parents and Carers – Please don’t

· Never force your child to take part in sport.

· Refrain from approaching scorers and officials under any circumstances.
· Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes.
· Enter the changing room unless invited by a Team Manager.
· Do not enter the field of play.
· Do not involve yourself in any playing or coaching matters on match days.
· Put any pressure on the player/s regarding performance.
All positive support is welcome but please refrain from open criticism at a match or at training sessions, remembering that the young boys/girls are still inexperienced cricketers with much to learn. Open negative criticism can also lead to disaffection within the team and with parents alike and should be avoided at all times. Support the team, not just your son/daughter, and enjoy the experience of watching talented cricketers perform. 

Most of all help your child enjoy the sport and achieve to the best of their ability.
Players

-
Always enjoy the experience of playing for Staffordshire Cricket and try your hardest

-          Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of age, gender,   

           ability, race, cultural background, religious beliefs, or sexual identity.

-         You must play within the rules and respect officials and their decisions.

-
You must respect opponents.

-
Keep to agreed timings for training and competitions or inform the coach or team
           manager if you are going to be late.

-
Must wear suitable kit for training and match sessions. The use of protective equipment 
           (pads, gloves, box and helmet) is compulsory.
-          Do not use mobile phones in changing rooms and leave the facility in the condition you

           find them in.
-
Never bully or victimise a team-mate or opponent.
-          Never use foul or explicit language whilst representing Staffordshire Cricket.
-
Do not smoke or vape whilst representing the SYC at competitions.

-
Do not consume alcohol or drugs of any kind.
-          Create a positive atmosphere by your own conduct and encourage other to do likewise.
-          Speak to your Coach or Team Manager regarding any behaviour you find 
           unacceptable.
Spirit of Cricket 

The Spirit of the Game involves RESPECT for: -

•
Your opponents 

•
Your own captain and team

•
The role of the umpires

•
The game’s traditional values

ECB Directives

In accordance with ECB Directives, all cricketers under the age of 18 who participate in cricket matches or coaching sessions under its jurisdiction will be expected to wear a helmet with a faceguard when batting and when wicket keeping or fielding close in front of the wickets.  

No young player in the Under 15 age group or younger shall be allowed to field closer than 7.3 metres from the middle stump, except behind the wicket on the offside, until the batsman has played at the ball.  For players in the Under 13 age group and below the distance is 10 metres.  These minimum distances apply even if the player is wearing a helmet.

In addition, any young player in the Under 16 to Under 18 age groups, who has not reached the age of 18, must wear a helmet and, for boys, an abdominal protector (box) when fielding within 5.5 metres of the bat, except behind the wicket on the off side. Players should wear appropriate protective equipment whenever they are fielding in a position where they feel at risk.

Code of Conduct Breach
Staffordshire Cricket will not tolerate any breach of this Code of Conduct, and failure to operate within the code could have a detrimental effect on a child’s selection for county representation, or potential removal from Staffordshire Cricket activities.  

Any alleged breach of the Code of Conduct that is reported, will in the first instance, be dealt with by the Coach and Team Manager who shall notify the Pathway & Performance Manager of the result of any action taken against the player within seven days.  
If the Pathway & Performance Manager is not satisfied with the action taken by the respective Team Manager and Coach, a disciplinary hearing will be convened within 21 days. The County Safeguarding Officer will be ex-officio member of the Disciplinary Committee where any young person is involved in a case.
Staffordshire Cricket County Safeguarding Officer Contact Details
Staffordshire Cricket County Safeguarding Officer Contact Details

Toyin Higgs (Interim)
Email – safeguarding@staffordshirecricket.co.uk
01785 212120 (out-of-hours answer service available)
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